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JRES 

BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

Versus 

IN THE MATTER OF 

Navjot Singh Sidhu & Others 

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

State of Punjab & Others 

NO tARY 

Original Application No. 52 of 2024 

Regd io. 9 
1471 

Exp. D¡te 
28.9-2429 

Respectfully Showeth: 

UMAR 

declare and affirm as under: 

GoVT OF NO 

...APPLICANT(S) 

...Respondents 

Reply by way of short affidavit of Tushar 

Goyal, District Mining Officer, Rupnagar, 

Department of Mines and Geology, 

Punjab on behalf of respondent no, 2 & 5 

(in compliance of Order dated 

1. That the above mentioned Original Application is fixed 

for hearing on 19.11.2024 before this Hon ble Tribunal. 

1 

I, the above named deponent do hereby solemnly 

09.09.2024 . 

1
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2. That, on 09.09.2024 this Hon'ble Tribunal, while hearing 

this matter issued the directions to file response, the 

operative part of the order is reproduced herein as below: 

2 

1. In the OA the applicant had questioned the DSR 

published for District RoopNagar, Punjab in 2023, under the 

Sustainable Sand Mining Management Guidelines, 2016 and 

enforcement and monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining, 

2023. Various lapses have been pointed out by the 

applicant. 

2. The reply by way of affidavit has been filed by 

the Respondent No. 2 and 5. Learned AAG representing 

Respondent No. 2 and 5 has submitted that after considering 

the lapses/errors pointed out by the applicant 

revised/amended DSR for District RoopNagar has been 

prepared. Learned Counsel for Respondent No. 2 and 5 has 

sought time to clarify by way of an affidavit if the 

revisions/amendments in the revised DSR have gone 

through the process of public hearing. Let the same be filed 

within 4 weeks. 

3.List on 19.11.2024." 

i-9-2029/ 

3. That the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate 

Change formulated the Enforcement & Monitoring 

othsidelines of Sand Mining, 2020 (EMGSM-2020) in the 

month of January, 2020. Chapter 4 of the Guidelines deals 

2
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with identification of possible sand mining sources and 

preparation of District Survey Report (Annexure-P8). 

It will be relevant to refer to Clause 4.1.1(a), (o) and (p) of th 

e 2020 guidelines: 

Dat= 

-2029 

"4.1 Identification of possible sand mining 

and preparation of District Survey SOurces 

3 

Reports (DSR) 

4.1.1 Preparation of District Survey Report. 

a) District Survey Report for sand mining shall be 

prepared before the auction/e-auction/grant of the 

mining lease/ Letter of intent (Lol) by Mining 

Department or department dealing the mining activity 

in respective states. 

o) Potential site for mining having its impact on the 

forest protected area, habitation, bridges etc. shall be 

avoided. For this, a sub-Divisional committee may be 

formed which after the site visit shall decide its 

suitability for mining. The list of mining lease after the 

recommendation of the Committee needs to be defined 

in the following format give in as Annexure-II. The Sub 

Divisional committee after the site visit shall make a 

recommendation on the site for its suitability of mining 

and also records the reason for selecting the mining 

3
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NOTA 
sURES 

NPNAGO 

Regd Nd.? 
14704 

Exp. Date 
22-9-2029) 

OVTS 

4 

lease in the Patta land. The details regarding custer 

and contiguous cluster needs to be provided as in 

Annexure-II. The details of the transportation need to 

be provided as in Annexure-IV. 

p) Public consultation- The Committee of the various 

stakeholders may be sought on the list of mining lease 

to be auctioned. The State Government shall give an 

advertisement in the local and national newspaper for 

seeking comments of the general public on the list of 

mining lease included in the DSR. The DSR should 

be placed in the public domain for at least on month 

from the date of publication of the advertisement for 

obtaining comments of the general public. The 

comments so received shall be placed before the sub 

divisional committee for active consideration. The final 

list of sand mining area (leases to be granted on 

riverbed & Patta Land/Khatedari land, de-siltation 

location (ponds/lakes/ dams), M-Sand Plants (alternate 

source of sand) after the public hearing needs to be 

defined in the final DSR in the format as per Annexure 

V. The details regarding custer and contiguous cluster 

needs to be provided in Annexure-VI. The Details of the 

transportation need to be provided in Annexure-VIr 

4
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Rezd No. 
14704 

5 

4. That the DSR has been prepared while adhering to the 

guidelines prescribed in the Sustainable Sand Mining 

Management Guidelines, 2016 (hereinafter referred to as 
"the 2016 Guidelines") and the Enforcement and 

Monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining, 2020 (hereinafter 

referred to as "the 2020 Guidelines"). 

6. That the State Environmental Impact Assessment 

Authority, Punjab in its meeting dated 12.04.2022 

recommended that since the preparation of DSRs is an 

elaborate technical and scientific exercise, a NABET 

accredited consultant may also be associated by the 

District Committees to guide and assist them in this regard 

(Annexure-R1). Accordingly, for taking technical assistance 

in preparation of the DSR, an Expression of Interest (EO) 

was invited from agencies accredited by the National 

Board of Education and Training 

Gov T.0 

5. That in accordance with the 2020 Guidelines, the office 

of District Mining Officer, Roopnagar, Department of Mines 

and Geology invited applications from landowners who 

wished to have their lands included in the DSR. The 

invitations were widely published in newspapers, and the 

public was duly informed about the draft DSR being made 

available for review. 

Exo. Dete 
229-202b 

Areditation 

5
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ESH K 

1:734 

Exo. Gatet 
22-9-2529) 

GoVT: 

(NABET)/Quality Council of India (QCI) as per the Office 

Memorandum dated 16.03.2010 of the MoEF&CC. After a 

thorough evaluation process, the work was awarded to RSP 

Green Development and Laboratories Private Limited, 

Kolkata, an NABET-accredited agency. 

6 

7. That the agency conducted two rounds of surveys, pre 

monsoon and post-monsoon, to assess the replenishment 

rate and identify potential minor mineral sites for mining. 

The following methodology was used for identifying these 

sites: 

A. Satellite imagery from the United States Geological 

Survey (Sentinel-2 Satellite, Resolution: 10 meters, October 

2022) was utilized to identify potential riverbed zones. 

9. That the Draft District Survey Report was uploaded on 

the District Rupnagar Web Portal (https://rupnagar.nic.in) 

on 01.09.2022 for a period of one month. To ensure public 

0TARYparticipation, notifications Were published in widely 

B. DGPS field surveys were carried out to determine 

riverbed depths and potential zones for mining during both 

pre-monsoon and post-monsoon periods. 

C. The Sub-Divisional Committee conducted site visits to 

finalize deposition zones, which were included in the DSR. 

cireulated newspapers such as Ajit Punjab, The Tribune, 

6
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Jagbani, Punjabi Tribune, and others. The public was 

invited to submit objections and suggestions regarding the 
draft DSR, either by email or in person at the office of the 

Division, Executive 

Rupnagar (Annexure-R2). 

the 

Engineer, 

9. That on 07.09.2022, a meeting was held by the 

Additional Deputy Commissioner (General), Rupnaga with 

all Sub-Divisional Magistrates and Mining Officers via video 

conference, where the draft DSR was thoroughly discussed. 

The public comments and objections received during the 

one-mnonth period Were reviewed, and necessary 

amendments were incorporated into the final DSR. 

10. That the District Survey Report (DSR) was prepared in 

strict adherence to the 2016 and 2020 Guidelines. The 

finalized DSR reflects all necessary amendments based on 

Drainage-cum-Mining 

public 

Exp. ta 

replenishment studies. 

GoVT. 

consultations, 

7 

scientific SurveyS, 

11. That in light of the aforementioned facts, it is humbly 

submitted that the DSR for District Rupnagar has 

undergone the due process of public hearing and 

consultation, as prescribed by the 2016 and 2020 

Guidelines. All objections and suggestions from the public 

and 

7
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were taken into consideration before the final approval of 

the DSR. 

8 

12. That it is humbly submitted that the DSR for District 

Rupnagar was initially approved on 27.12.2022. However, 

after identifying certain discrepancies, the Department of 

Mines & Geology submitted an amended DSR for 

reconsideration and approval to the State Environmental 

Impact Assessment Authority, Punjab (SEIAA). Following 

the fresh recommendations from the State Expert Appraisal 

Committee (SEAC), the amended DSR was approved on 

17.08.2023. Subsequent there upon, another amendment 

was carried out due to some discrepancies which came in 

the notice of department and the amended DSR was fnally 

approved on 15.07.2024. It is pertinent to mention that the 

amendments carried out in the approved DSR were with 

regard to some calculation and clerical mistakes. The list of 

changes made in the approved DSR is attached at 

Annexure-R3. From the perusal of the changes made in 

the approved DSR it is evident that it did not involve any 

change in the list of mining sites, hence it was not kept in 

public domain for one month. The amendment in the DSR 

has been approved by the competent authority i.e. State 

Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Punjab after 

NO KARY 

12/ 
Exp. IJate 
23-5-029 

8
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due deliberation and in the light of 2016 & 2020 

Guidelines. 

13.That in the view of above mentioned facts, the 

answering deponent is fling an additional affidavit for kind 

perusal of this Hon'ble Court and the same may kindly be 

taken on record. 

It is, therfore, respectfully prayed that in view of the above 

submissions, the instant original application may kindly be 

dismissed with costs being devoid of any merit and 

substance, in the interest of justice. 

Place: Rupnagar 

Date: 

Verification: 

9 

DEPONÉNT 

(Tushar Goyal) 

Punjab 

District Mining Officer, Rupnaga, 

Department of Mines and Geology, 

Verified that the contents of para nos.1 to 15 of the 

reply of my above affidavit are true and correct to my 

knowledge and as per information derived from the official 

r�cord. No part of it is false and nothing relevant has been 

Vconcealed or mis-stated therein. 

9
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Place: Rupnagar 

Date: 

2 2 7632%23) 

DEPONENT 

she 

(Tushar Goyal) 

District Mining Officer, Rupnagar, 

Department of Mines and Geology, 

Punjab 

has 
slaied/Thund 

markwd in the 

Aagleter at $r Ngt . Pge 
Sureeh Kumer NOTAH 

Glst. Gourin Run' 

Beclarea totore 
4TTESTED 

NOTARY,n 
Ssgnssar (P.Wi. 

OTARP 

Perd No. 

10 

NDIA 

22 0CT 2024 

10
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No. SEIAA/MS/2024/G7| 

Subject: 

STATE LEVEL ENVIRONMENT IMPACT ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY 
PUNJAB 

Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government or inala 
PBTI Complex, Knowledge Clty, Sector-81, 

Mohall-140306 
seiaapb2017@gmailgm 

Roopnagar. 

Registered/E-Mail 

The Deputy Commissioner, 

Ropar. 

DA/As above 

It is intimated that the Mining Department vide its vide mem ho. 

file no.690147 dated 31.05.2024 has requested for granting approval of 2° amgrgmen 

District Survey Report (DSR) of District Roopnagar. 

Accordingly, the matter regarding approval of DSR of Ropar was placed in 2920 

meeting of SEAC held on 06.06.2024 and 296lh meeting of SEAC held on 01.07.2024, wherein 

the SEAC recommended the case to SEIAA to approve the amendment in DSR of District 

Endst 72 

Date: 

Regarding approval of District Survey Report (DSR) of District 

The matter was considered by SEIAA in its 301 meeting held on 09.07.2024. 

After careful examination and keeping in view the recommendations made by SEAC, the 

amended DSR of Rupnagar District as submitted by Mining Department during the meeting 

was approved by the Authority subject to the conditions stipulated by SEIAA vide its letter No. 

SEIAA/MS/2022/1318 dated 27.12.2022 & letter no. 1086 dated 17.08.2023 and further 

relevant advisories / amendments thereto as issued by SEIAA from time to time and additional 

condition that Mining Department shall also comply with the orders of the Hon'ble Punjab 

and Haryana High Court and other relevant judicial directions, if any. 

As such, the amendment in DSR as approved by the SEIAA is also enclosed 

herewith for ready reference. 

This is for information and necessary action in the matter. 

Environheitái bolinge 

A copy of the above is forwarded to the Chief Engineer, Department of Water 

nesouces (Mines & Geologv). Puniab for information and necessary action. It is requested to 

ensure the following: 

DeA 
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1. Mining Plans for rlver beds sites should be prepared by the Registered Qualified Person 
(ROP) and approved by the mining department taking Into consideration that prevalent replenishment rates and guidelines issued by MoEF&CC from tlme to time. Rench-marks Used in the DSRs for establishing levels be protected and it be ensured that 
their integrity is not compromised. 

2 Annual proposal be submitted by the Mining Department in the month of October/November each year alon8 with justification thereof for updating the mining sites to be included as an addendum to the respective DSRS. DA/As above 

Endst 673 

DA/As above 

fnironeal 
A copy of the above is forwarded to the Member Secretary, State Expert Appraisal Committee, Punjab for information, please. 

Endst 614 

Dated: 

Dated: 
A copy of the above is forwarded to the Principal Secretary, Department of Water Resources, Punjab for information, please. 

Environmlnta trgihedr 
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